
PA Chapter of the American Planning Association 
2012 Annual Conference 

Call for Presentations 
General Information 

 
Please review the information below 
prior to submitting your proposal. 

 
 
Deadline to Submit: 
The deadline for submission of presentation proposals is Friday, March 30, 2012. 
Submissions are accepted online only at www.planningpa.org. 
 
Conference Date and Location: 
October 14 – 16, 2012 
Bayfront Convention Center and Sheraton Erie, Erie, PA 
 
Theme and Topics: 
The theme for the event is “Charting a New Course – Balancing Opportunity and 
Environment”. The Conference Planning Committee has identified a list of topics 
supporting this theme. Applicants are encouraged to submit session proposals that support 
these items, although submissions on other planning topics are also welcome for 
consideration. 
 

2012 Suggested Topics 
• Alternative Energy:  Shale Gas, Wind, Geothermal, Solar 
• America in Bloom 
• Beautification of Communities and Downtowns 
• Blight Elimination 
• Communicating the Importance of Planning 
• Economic Development 
• Emergency Management 
• Environmental Issues  
• GIS as a Planning Tool 
• Green:  Development, Building, Promoting and Regulating 
• Hazard Mitigation 
• Housing 
• Innovative Financing and Funding 
• LEED ND (Neighborhoods) 
• Legislative Issues 
• Main Street and Elm Street Programs  
• Public Participation Strategies 
• Regionalism 



• Self-Improvement: Conflict Management and Resolution, Time Management, 
Organizational Development 

• Shale Gas Development 
• SMART Transportation 
• Social Media and Planning 
• Sustainability Planning 
• Technology Tools in Planning 
• Tourism as a Planning Issue: Heritage Areas, Success Stories, Eco-Tourism 
• Water Management Issues:  Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay watersheds, TMDLs, 

Floodplain, Stormwater, Sanitary Sewers, Well-head protection 
• Zoning 

 
Questions: 
If you have any questions, please contact the PA Chapter office at 717-671-4510. 
 
Call for Presentation Questions: 
To assist you in preparing your session proposal, the questions asked in the online 
submission form are listed below. Questions marked with an asterisk “*” are mandatory. 
 
Please retain a copy of your proposal for your records. The system will not generate a 
copy of your proposal for you. 
 
Please note the committee’s decisions are made based on the strength and clarity of 
the session title, session summary and learning objectives. Please pay careful 
attention to these items when completing your proposal. 
 
1-9. *Lead Presenter Contact Information 
The Lead Presenter is responsible for coordinating the session with additional presenters (if 
any). Include professional designations such as AICP, FAICP, PhD, PP, etc. 
 
10. * Lead Presenter Biography: 
Please include a narrative biography, of no more than 300 words, that includes the 
following: current position, professional credentials, education and 2-3 sentences describing 
your expertise in the subject matter. DO NOT submit resumes or bulleted lists. 
 
11. * Speaker Policies: 
I have read and agree to the following speaker policies. As the Lead Presenter for this 
session I verify that I will share this information with any additional presenters. 
The PA Chapter of APA maintains the following policies that are consistent with APA’s 
speaker policies. 

• All speakers MUST register for the conference. This applies whether you will 
attend the event for only your session, a single day, or the full event. 



• All speakers who will attend sessions and conference events MUST pay 
regular registration fees. As a courtesy, we extend the early bird registration 
fee to all presenters regardless of when you register for the event. 

• Speakers who will attend the conference to ONLY present their session are 
not required to pay registration fees (but still MUST register for the 
conference). 

• Speakers are responsible for their own hotel accommodations and travel. 
• Sessions are limited to no more than a total of three (3) presenters. 
• An audio-visual request form will be sent to the Lead Presenter for each 

session. Lead Presenters are responsible for coordinating the audio-visual 
needs for their sessions. The conference provides the following equipment: 
microphones, LCD projectors, overhead projectors, screens, and flipcharts. 

• Speakers MUST provide their own laptop computers. 
 
12-20. Presenter #2 Information 
Include professional designations such as AICP, FAICP, PhD, PP, etc. 
 
21. Presenter #2 Biography 
 
22-30. Presenter #3 Information 
Include professional designations such as AICP, FAICP, PhD, PP, etc. 
 
31. Presenter #3 Biography 
 
32. * Proposed Session Title (Please note the session title is a critical element in the 
committee's review of this proposal.) 
 
33. * Session Description: 
Provide a brief (50-100 words) description of the proposed session. Please note the 
session summary is a critical element in the committee's review of this proposal. 
Session summaries may be edited for content and grammar for publication in the 
conference program. 
 
34. * Topic of proposed session. 
 
35. * Would this session be suitable as a Mobile Workshop? 
 
36. * Certification Maintenance for AICP Members 
Is this session appropriate for Certification Maintenance Credits (refer to criteria below)? 
Sessions do not need to be appropriate for Certificate Maintenance for inclusion at the 
conference. Your session may be submitted for CM. No material changes in content after a 
certain date. Prefer speakers do not change after a certain date. The content of CM 
activities must be designed to meet a specific planning-related training objective. The 
content of CM activities must be designed to teach subject matter in appropriate depth and 



scope for the level of the typical AICP member, a practicing planner with at least two years 
of professional experience. 

• The content of CM activities must be non-promotional in nature. Program 
content must be unbiased. An organization's services or products may be 
discussed prior to or after the completion of the CM credit portion of the 
activity. 

• The content of CM activities must address demonstrated educational needs of 
AICP members. 

• The content of CM activities must communicate a clearly identified 
educational purpose or objective. 

• In order for CM activities to fulfill the ethics requirement, providers must 
demonstrate that the content of the activity is related to the AICP Code of 
Ethics and Professional Conduct. 

• In order for CM activities to fulfill the law requirement, providers must 
demonstrate that the content of the activity is related to planning law. Such 
activities may include, but are not limited to, topics such as environmental 
law, land use law, redevelopment law, administrative law, and housing law. 

 
37. * Primary Target Audience (choose one - Planning Official, Professional Planner, New 
Planner, Student or Other) 
 
38. * Session Length: 
The committee is planning for 1.25 - 1.5 hour sessions but may choose to modify session 
length as the program is developed. Please confirm your session content is appropriate for a 
1.25 - 1.5 hour time slot. 
 
39. * Learning Objectives: 
Please provide 3 objectives that attendees will be able to achieve by the conclusion of the 
session. 
 
40. * Methodology:  
Please provide a description of the methods you plan to use to deliver the session content 
(i.e. Power Point, Single Presenter, Multiple Presenter, Case Studies, Video Examples, etc.). 
 
41. Please indicate other conferences at which this session has been presented. 
 
42. Additional comments. 
 


